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Ancient Future blends sounds, 
styles fron1 around the world 
By Dave Becker 
STAFF WRITER 

W
HEN Matthew Montfort anci his 
friends started performing 
under the moniker Ancient Fu

ture 15 years ago, there was no such 
thing as "world music." 

The average record store had a few 
dusty LPs of international folk music on 
the most remote shelf, but it was still 
years before Paul Simon 's "Graceland" 
encouraged an ever-growing stream of 
artists to freely blend styles from across 
the globe. 

Montfort, who per
forms with the latest 
version of Ancient Fu
ture on Friday in Ber
keley and Saturday in 
Danville, said he didn't 
have any grand cross
cultural crusade in 
mind when he started 
the group. He just 
wanted to utilize the 
music that had fasci
nated him for years. 

Music in San Rafael, the city where he 
eventually settled. The Colorado native 
was instantly hooked on the exotic in
struments and rhythms of Indian clas
sical music, and he has been a global 
explorer (and San Rafael resident) ever 
since. 

After a few years and a couple of al
bums, Montfort's interests shifted to Ba
linese gamelan music. Lately, he's been 
fascinated by Asian music. The exotic 
sounds of the Chinese gu zheng and 
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"It was tough at first 
to explain to people 
what we wanted to do," 
says the guitar_ist. "We 
coined the term 'world 
fusion' because it 

Ancient Future members are, from left, Matthew Mont
fort, Jim Hurley, Doug McKeehan and lan Dogole. 

seemed to sum up what we were doing. 
Basically, the overall theme is to blend 
styles from around the world with jazz 
and pop themes." 

The group's name is a reflection of 
that goal, Montfort adds. 

"It refers to the idea that we're taking 
elements from ancient cultures and put
ting them together in new ways," be 
says. 

At first, Montfort's interests centered 
on Indian classical music. A student of 
jazz and classical music, Montfort's sen
sibilities underwent a drastic change 
when a friend convinced him to take a 
few classes at the Ali Akbar College of 
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Ancient: Music from around the world 
Continued from CUE-1 

Vietnamese dan bao are at the 
heart of the group's latest album, 
"Asian Fusion" (Narada), and its 
current concerts. 

"There's a heavy Asian el
ement now, but I'm sure we'll be 
going in different directions in the 
future," the performer says. "It 
looks like there'll be some signifi
cant Middle Eastern influence 
and a more obvious rock compo
nent on the next album." 

All that musical traveling has 
meant a lot of practicing for 
Montfort. who has branched out 
from the guitar to tackle a global 
array of stringed instruments. 

"I've spent an awful lot of time 
learning new instruments, but 
I've enjoyed it tremendously," he 
says. "Besides, it's not as hard as 
it mJght sound. There are certain 

kinds of music that are so com
plex and rhythmically challenging 
that if you can play that, you can 
do just about anything. Indian 
music is one of those, so I started 
out with a great foundation." 

The ever-shifting focus of An
cient Future has also meant 
steady changes in personnel. The 
current line-up includes Doug 
McKeehan on keyboards, Jim 
Hurley on violin and Ian Dogole 
on percussion. Montfort is the 
only original member still with 
the group, something he doesn't 
regret. 

"I used to feel a need to keep 
the group as stable as I could, 
but at this po~t. I feel change is a 
positive thing," Montfort says. 
"We all learn from each other, 
and the new people bring in fresh 
ideas and perspectives. It keeps it 

from getting stale." 
Montfort adds that he's fa

miliar with the charges of "mu
sical tourism" and "cultural 
imperialism" puriSts have leveled 
at his kind of cross-cultural ex
perimentation. He remains un
swayed. 

"What I believe is that it's one 
world," he says. "Western cul
ture is permeating all over, so I 
think it's good for a Uttle non
Western culture to permeate into 
this country. 

"Overall, I don't feel that any
thing I'm doing goes against the 
idea of preserving the musical 
traditions of these cultures. I 
think those traditions are impor
tant and should be looked after. 
At the same time, music has to 
relate to what's happening in its 
times. There's room for both." 
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